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Group

leaves

N0 note out
of place

By MICHAEL HUEBNER

News staff writer
The Blrmmgham

Chamber Mus1c So-

ciety's 2007-08 season opened in Octo-
ber with one of the world's great estab-
lished string quartets — the Takacs. It
closed Sunday with what could rank
among the finest of the next generation.
After only five years together, the
young musicians of the Paris-based

Amedeo Modigliani Quartet have forged

arare combination of depth, enthusi-

ek kA

AMEDEO
MODIGLIANI

Philippe Bernhard,
violinist *
Loic Rio, violinist: -
Laurent Marfaing,
violist
Francois Kieffer,
cellist .

Sunday
Alys Stephens
-Center

asm and near-fault-
less technique. In ¢
their program of .
Haydn, Debussy

" and Beethoven,

tisans left no pizzi-
cato note out of

place, no accent

unstressed, no -
phrase unshaped.
Dressed uni-
formly in black
suits, shirts and sil-
ver ties, these young
men brought just as
much equality to

T - Haydn’sQuartetin
G minor (“Rlder”] Most striking was -
first violinist Philippe Bernhard’s incli-
nation to blend rather than dominate,
allowing each of the others to come into

sharp focus.

Debussy’s shimmering, sometimes
dizzying chromatics in the Quartetin G
minor were articulated with exaggerated
swells and an“unusual rhythmic preci-
sion. The largely pizzicato second -
movement was unusually vibrant, yet
without a misplaced pluck or snap.
They were so evenly matched in the An-
dantino, solos melded seamlessly from
instrument to instrument. They ex-
tended their dynamic range in the fi-
nale, exploring Debussy’s expansive .
score with fearless abandon.

Bemha,rd’si expressive, smoothly con-
nected opening melody in Beethoven's-
Quartet, Op. 59, No. 3, set the: pace fora
kinetic reading that seemed to gain mo-
mentum as it'went.along. Iamng ac-
cents and snapping pizzicato in the sec-

-ond movemient led to the richly-hued

Menuetto. In the stormy finale, one

couldn’t help but be swegt up in th
gx_roug 8 intensn_,z ,
" A heart-tugging Adaglo from Haydn’s
“Sunnse" Quartet was played for an en-
é‘ore o .
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